THE ENGLAND OF CHARLES II

But the rich were not without underlines Sir
Robert Harley, in his inventory of fine holland
shirts, woollen stockings and fustian waistcoats,
mentions the possession of two pairs of drawers,
and Mrs. Pepys, as her husband's jealous record
tells, occasionally wore the same. The learned
Anthony Wood paid zs. for "a pair of woollen
loinings," and Randle Neild lost a bellyband
valued at 6d. And ladies then as now were
most particular about their shifts and petticoats;
those of Nell Gwynne gave the utmost satis-
faction to a French ambassador privileged to
view them. "There is nothing," wrote the same
nice observer, "neater than the feet and ankles
of the English ladies in their well-fitting shoes
and silk stockings. They wear their skirts short,
and I often see legs so well turned that a sculptor
would like to mould them. The garter, of which
glimpses are often afforded, is below the knee,
and in black velvet with diamond buckles. Those
who have no silk stockings to wear show a white
skin smooth as satin."29
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